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implemented. As an advocate of energy
efficiency measures, I encourage others
to become more aware and utilize this
industry in making new and existing
buildings and facilities more efficient.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

——————

GERALDINE FERRARO POST
OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 774) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 46-02 21st Street in Long Is-
land City, New York, as the ‘‘Geraldine
Ferraro Post Office Building’’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 774

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. GERALDINE FERRARO POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 46-02
21st Street in Long Island City, New York,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Geral-
dine Ferraro Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Geraldine Ferraro
Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUN-
CAN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as chairman of the
House subcommittee with jurisdiction
over the United States Postal Service,
and as we commend the dedicated serv-
ice of our Nation’s public servants dur-
ing Public Service Recognition Week, I
am pleased to present H.R. 774 for con-
sideration.

This legislation would designate the
United States postal facility located at
46-02 21st Street in Long Island City,
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New York, as the Geraldine Ferraro
Post Office Building in honor of an ex-
ceptional public servant who has dedi-
cated over 30 years of life to serving
our country.
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Introduced by my colleague, Rep-
resentative CAROLYN MALONEY of New
York, on January 28, 2009, and reported
out of the Oversight Committee on
March 18, 2009, by unanimous consent,
H.R. 774 enjoys the strong support of
the New York House delegation.

Born in the city of Newburgh, New
York, to her father Dominick, an
Italian immigrant restaurant owner,
and her mother Antonetta, a first gen-
eration Italian American seamstress,
Geraldine Ferraro stands as a living
testament to an often-cited passage
from her historic address to the 1984
Democratic convention: ‘‘America’s
history is about doors being opened,
doors of opportunity for everyone, no
matter who you are, as long as you are
willing to earn it.”” Ms. Ferraro spoke
these words upon her introduction as
the first female and Italian American
major party candidate for the Vice
Presidency of the United States.

Ms. Ferraro graduated from the
Marymount High School in Manhattan
in 1952. She was awarded a scholarship
to Marymount Manhattan College, and
in 1956 earned her bachelor of arts de-
gree, becoming the first woman in her
family to receive a college education.

In her subsequent service as a public
elementary school teacher in Astoria,
Queens, Ms. Ferraro attended Fordham
University School of Law at night. She
courageously ignored an admission of-
ficer’s admonition that she would be
taking ‘‘a man’s place’ in the class. In
1960, she received her juris doctorate as
one of only two women in her grad-
uating class of 179 students.

Following her admission to the New
York State bar in 1961, Ms. Ferraro
practiced law part time in the private
sector while raising her family. In 1974,
she was appointed to serve as an assist-
ant district attorney for Queens Coun-
ty. In 1977, she was chosen to head the
recently established Queens County
Special Victims Bureau, where she spe-
cialized in cases involving abused
women and children.

Ms. Ferraro was elected to the
United States Congress in 1978, and
honorably represented New York
State’s Ninth Congressional District in
the U.S. House of Representatives from
1979 to 1985. Throughout her tenure in
Congress, Ms. Ferraro devoted much of
her legislative attention to women’s
rights and human rights advocacy. To
this end, she admirably sought passage
of measures such as the Equal Rights
Amendment and the Women’s Eco-
nomic Equity Act.

In 1984, Ms. Ferraro became the first
woman and the first Italian American
to be nominated to the Vice Presidency
of the United States by a major Amer-
ican political party when she was cho-
sen by Democratic Presidential can-
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didate Walter Mondale to join the 1984
national ticket. Her historic nomina-
tion continues to stand as evidence
that, as Ms. Ferraro proclaimed in her
acceptance address, ‘‘America is the
land where dreams can come true for
all of us.”

Following her remarkable Vice Presi-
dential run, Ms. Ferraro remained ac-
tive in public and community service.
In 1993, she was appointed by President
Bill Clinton as Ambassador to the
United Nations Commission on Human
Rights. As noted by President Clinton,
Ms. Ferraro’s appointment came in rec-
ognition of her longstanding dedication
to international women’s rights issues.
Ms. Ferraro continues to serve the Na-
tion through a variety of public and
private sector efforts, specifically as a
widely regarded author and political
commentator. She keeps the American
public well informed regarding issues
of public policy.

Through her nonprofit organizational
work, she continues her commitment
to creating educational and profes-
sional opportunities for women, as well
as addressing wage and training dis-
parities in the workplace. Further-
more, as a cancer survivor, Ms. Ferraro
admirably and successfully advocates
in support of increasing much needed
funding for cancer research.

Mr. Speaker, let us honor a dedicated
public servant through the passage of
H.R. 774, and by designating the 21st
Street postal facility in Long Island
City in honor of Geraldine Ferraro. I
urge my colleagues to support H.R. 774.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of H.R. 774, to
designate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 4602
21st Street in Long Island City, New
York, as the Geraldine Ferraro Post
Office Building.

Geraldine Ferraro has spent her life
advocating and achieving on behalf of
women across the globe. She was born
on August 26, 1935, in Newburgh, New
York, the daughter of a first-genera-
tion Italian American mother and an
Italian immigrant father. After high
school, she worked her way through
Marymount Manhattan College, at
times holding three jobs simulta-
neously. She was the first woman in
her family to attain a college degree,
and she subsequently became a licensed
New York City school teacher.

While still teaching the second grade,
Congresswoman Ferraro earned her law
degree, attending Fordham law school
at night. She was one of only two
women in her graduating class of 179,
and was admitted to the New York
State bar in 1961. She managed to raise
three children while working part time
as an attorney in her husband’s real es-
tate firm. In 1970, she was elected presi-
dent of the Queens County Women’s
Bar Association, and in 1974 she was ap-
pointed Assistant District Attorney for
Queens County, New York, at a time
when female prosecutors were rare in
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